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discoverer combined with his eminent success as a teacher of Engineering science, are such as must place him altogether without a rival.
Yours most truly,
JAMES P. JOULE."
" Jan. 7, 1873.
MY DEAR SIE WILLIAM,
I hope the enclosed will meet your views. As you desired me to be very brief, I have avoided all details. Your brother will indeed be a sad loss to us all here—and to no one more than to myself. I have long been greatly attached to him, and his departure will be a sad blank to me. He is indeed a rare character, so truthful and gentle and wise withal...T. A."
The candidature was successful, and Prof, and Mrs Thomson spent the Easter holidays in Glasgow on a visit to Sir William. On the 17th April he was inducted to the Chair of Engineering, and he commenced his duties in the following November.
The professors at the University at that time were an exceptionally interesting and genial set of men, and the social life of the College was delightful. There was Principal Caird (an old classfellow of student days)*, perhaps the greatest preacher in Scotland of his generation, and certainly the most genial Principal the University had had; Dr Dickson, Professor of Divinity, with his marvellous knowledge of apparently all the books in the College library; Hugh Blackburn, Professor of Mathematics, learned, gentle and retiring, and his charming wife, vivacious and accomplished, who could draw, from memory, any scene she had witnessed; Lushington, Tennyson's brother-in-law, was in the Greek Chair; George Ranisay, a nephew of Thomson's old professor, held the Chair of Latin; Duncan Weir, another'old classfellow, was Professor of Hebrew; and the Principal's brother, Edward Caird, afterwards Master of Balliol College, Oxford, was Professor of Moral Philosophy.
* In the Logic Glass Session 1837—8 the following is the list of Prizemen in the junior division:
1.    Robert Douglas             Kilbarchan (see pp. xxxvii, xxxix)
2.    William Thomson         Glasgow College
3.    James Thomson            Glasgow College
4.    William Ker                 Glasgow (see pp. xxxix, Ixxxvii)
5.    Claud Marshall             Greenock
6.    John Caird                   Greenock
7.    Henry D. Taylor           Dumfries
8.    Peter MacFarlane         Paisley